
Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL — Wednesday, 22 June 2016] 

 p3811b-3811b 
Hon Michael Mischin 

WESTERN POWER — POWER POLE MANAGEMENT 
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HON MICHAEL MISCHIN (North Metropolitan — Minister for Commerce) [1.02 pm]: I rise to inform 
the house about Western Power’s compliance with EnergySafety’s wood pole order 01/2009. Members may 
recall that the Standing Committee on Public Administration conducted an extensive inquiry into 
Western Power’s management of the wooden power poles in its electricity network and the committee released 
its final report in January 2012. The committee decided to look into the matter following an audit performed by 
the Department of Commerce’s EnergySafety division in 2008. This was followed by an inspector’s order placed 
on Western Power by EnergySafety to complete several improvements by 31 December 2015. 
I am pleased to inform the house that Western Power has now met its obligations under the order, thereby 
improving public safety and reducing the risk of bushfires ignited when live conductors are brought to the 
ground by falling poles in the state’s extensive rural network. As a result of the order, Western Power decided to 
adopt a radical change to its wood pole management approach. It discontinued its reliance on drilling poles to 
assess residual ground-line strength and moved instead to uniform pole-base reinforcing or replacement of poles 
unsuitable for reinforcing. Western Power also substantially increased its pole reinforcement and replacement 
rates to meet the order. This meant some order requirements were no longer relevant and the required safety 
outcomes were achieved by alternative means. 
In view of these changes, EnergySafety decided to conduct a final review of Western Power’s compliance with 
the order to satisfy itself that relevant requirements had been met and the alternative means had been 
implemented. Its review comprised detailed checking of Western Power’s asset management plan, policy 
documents, interim reports, inspection practices and relevant correspondence. EnergySafety has also conducted 
on-site inspections of a sample of treated poles in Western Power’s rural network to verify that the network 
operator’s reports reflect the situation in the field. It engaged a specialist statistical consultant to prepare 
a sample plan for such checks, sufficient to provide a 95 per cent level of confidence for the entire pole stock. 
A 600-pole sample size was selected, divided into 30 samples of 20 poles each, distributed across the rural 
network. Poles were checked in a representative proportion of Western Power’s operational areas. EnergySafety 
inspectors then carried out field inspections to check every pole in every sample. The objective was to verify that 
all hardwood poles in service for 25 years or more in the sample groups had in fact been properly reinforced or 
replaced by new poles. They also checked that the pole identification number, timber species and GPS location 
coordinates recorded in Western Power’s database were accurate. All but one of the poles listed as having been 
reinforced or replaced were found to be correct.  
Western Power wrote to the director of EnergySafety on 16 December 2015, confirming that all hardwood poles 
in the rural network in service for 25 years or more have been reinforced or replaced. Based on this assurance 
and upon its own field inspections, I am of the view that EnergySafety is justified in accepting that the order has 
been satisfactorily discharged. Otherwise, this government has acted decisively to address maintenance standards 
by enacting new network safety regulations, which came into force on 6 August 2015. These regulations require 
network operators to develop and follow safety management systems complying with a new national standard, 
AS 5577. The safety systems must pay due regard to risks, including the need for risk abatement through proper 
maintenance procedures. This change and Western Power’s compliance with the order means that we can look 
forward with reasonable confidence to an electricity supply network that is much safer than it was in 2009 when 
the order was issued. 
I commend EnergySafety for identifying the initial problems and for working tirelessly, professionally, 
proactively and collaboratively with Western Power to ensure it meets the terms of the order. I also wish to put 
on record the good work of Western Power’s management and my colleague the Minister for Energy, 
Hon Dr Mike Nahan, MLA, for facilitating the successful completion of this comprehensive and painstaking 
project. 
I have pleasure in tabling EnergySafety’s final report into its review of Western Power’s compliance with the 
wood pole order. The review is also available on EnergySafety’s web page. I table the report. 
[See paper 4231.] 
 

 [1] 


	WESTERN POWER — POWER POLE MANAGEMENT
	Statement by Minister for Commerce


